
 

 

 

What is the overall purpose of 
the report card? 
The purpose of this report card is to 
communicate with parents and students 
about student growth toward grade level 
standards. It identifies areas of strength and 
areas in need of improvement. 
 
What is a standards based 
report card? 
A standards based report card provides 
detailed information of how well students 
are progressing towards the standards in a 
content area. These standards align with 
what is being taught in the classroom. 
Students will be assessed on their mastery 
of the standards.  
 
What data is used to evaluate 
student progress? 
Teachers collect a variety of data from 
observation, classwork, projects and 
assessments to determine the level of 
student achievement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What You Need to Know 

about Standards Based 

Grading 
 

 

This document provides an overview of your 
child’s report card for District 87. Included is 
an overview of Standards Based Reporting, 

understanding the report card and 
frequently asked questions.  

 

 

 

 

Parent Informational 

Meetings: 

 

Whittier/Riley 

September 10th at 6pm 

At Whittier Primary  

 

Sunnyside/Jefferson 

September 12th at 6pm 

At Sunnyside Intermediate 

 

 



 

 

Common Language on the 
Content Reporting Standards & 

Learning Behaviors Rubric: 
 
Proficient =3, The student is proficient 
in demonstrating an understanding of 
concepts, skills and learning behaviors. 
The student demonstrates mastery and 
independence of the standards. (I can 
always do this.) 
 
Approaching= 2, The student 
sometimes demonstrates an 
understanding of concepts, skills and 
learning behaviors independently; but 
may require some support. (I can 
sometimes do this.) 
 
Not Yet =1, The student has not yet 
demonstrated an understanding of 
concepts, skills and learning behaviors 
and requires consistent supports. (I am 
still working on this.) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Frequently Asked Questions: 
 

1. What benefits does standards based grading 
offer? 
It gives a clear communication of student 
progress towards grade level standards. It 
separates work habits and behaviors from 
academic skills. It reflects students’ true abilities 
rather than grade point averages. 

2. How can students improve their grades? 
A student can be reassessed on a standard that 
they have not yet mastered to demonstrate a 
higher level of understanding. The opportunity is 
available to them at any time during the 
trimester.  

3. What is a standard? 
A clearly defined learning target or skill. It is what 
a student is expected to know and be able to do 
at a specific stage of their education. 

4. What is the key difference between standards 
based reporting and traditional grading? 
It communicates how students are performing on 
a set of several standards rather than one 
overall grade for a subject. Traditional grading 
used averages (homework, classwork, tests), 
whereas standards based grading reflects how 
your child is currently performing on a learning 
target or skill. 

       5.   How does standards based grading  
             encompass special student populations? 

The grade level report card is only intended to 
report progress on grade level expectations. Any 
learning in addition to the grade level content 
(Read 180, Math 180, System 44, Do The Math, 
Challenge, IEP goals, etc.) will be communicated 
using an additional progress report. 

 

 

 
Frequently Asked Questions 
Continued: 
 
6. How are student work habits reflected in  
     standards based grading? 

Work habits are not a specific part of the 
learning standards, however, they are 
an important part of student learning. 
Students work habits will be reflected on 
the learning behavior rubric provided in 
your child’s report card. 

7. How will standards based grading affect  
    the placement of 8th graders as they enter  
    High School? 

Placement will be based on several 
factors including: placement tests, 
classroom performance data, learning 
behaviors & standardized tests. Special 
student populations will also attend 
transition meetings with the high school 
to ensure correct placement. 

 

8. What about Honor Roll? 
       Student recognition will be based on student 
       learning behaviors.  



     

 


